
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF FINANCIAL ECONOMICS (IJEFE) 
Vol. 2 No. 1 January 2025, page 109-115 

e-ISSN: 3063-3648 
 

 

109 

BLOCKCHAIN INTEGRATION IN THE FINANCIAL INDUSTRY: 
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES BASED ON LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

Fittry Megasari Sijabat 
Gunawan Widjaja Learning Centre 

fittry_sijabat@yahoo.co.id 
 

Abstract 
This research aims to explore the opportunities and challenges of integrating blockchain 
technology in the financial industry through a comprehensive literature review. 
Blockchain promises to improve efficiency, transparency, and security in various 
financial processes, including reduced transaction costs and accelerated settlement. 
However, its implementation is faced with various challenges, such as scalability issues, 
regulatory uncertainty, and the need for security sustainability. This study finds that 
while the potential of this technology is great, the full realisation of its benefits requires 
a strategic approach, clear regulations, and collaboration between stakeholders. This 
study is expected to provide greater insight into how blockchain can be effectively 
adopted in the financial industry, as well as the steps needed to overcome the existing 
barriers. 
Keywords: Integration, Blockchain, Financial Industry, Opportunities, Challenges. 

 
Introduction 

The digital revolution has brought fundamental changes in various industry 

sectors, including the financial industry. One of the technologies in the spotlight is 

blockchain. Blockchain is a decentralised and distributed digital recording technology, 

designed to record transactions in a secure, transparent and immutable manner. Each 

"block" in this chain contains a number of transactions that have been verified by a 

network of participants and then added to the "chain" in chronological order (Caldarelli, 

2020) . Due to its decentralised nature, no single entity or party has complete control 

over the entire network, thus reducing the risk of manipulation or fraud. Blockchain 

uses cryptographic methods to secure data, ensuring that information can only be 

added with the consensus of the majority of network participants. This technology is 

not only used in cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin, but also applied in various other 

sectors to record transactions, follow supply flows, and manage smart contracts that 

can be executed automatically when certain conditions are met (Tan & Saraniemi ., 

2023) 

Blockchain was first introduced as the technology behind cryptocurrencies, such 

as Bitcoin, but since then, its potential has been recognised in various other applications 

in the financial industry. Blockchain technology has the potential to overcome many of 

the weaknesses of traditional financial systems. One of the main advantages is that it 

increases transparency and data integrity; every transaction recorded on the blockchain 

can be verified by all network participants and cannot be changed or deleted once it has 
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been registered, thus reducing the risk of fraud (Lutfiani et al., 2021) . In addition, 

blockchain enables faster and more efficient settlement of transactions, reducing 

reliance on intermediaries and reducing transaction costs. The technology also supports 

financial inclusion by providing easier access to financial services for unbanked 

populations. Smart contracts executed automatically on top of the blockchain also 

simplify the process of resolving contract clauses, ensuring that all parties fulfil the 

agreed terms without the involvement of a third party. Overall, blockchain has the 

potential to revolutionise the way the financial industry operates by offering greater 

security, efficiency and transparency (Sajja et al., 2023) 

However, the integration of blockchain technology in the financial industry is not 

free from significant challenges. These include the uncertainty of the regulatory and 

legal framework, issues related to scalability and interoperability, and resistance from 

traditional financial institutions that may feel that their dominant position is being 

threatened. In addition, security and privacy issues, as well as public perceptions 

towards the use of blockchain in various financial transactions, are still obstacles to be 

overcome (Khan et al., 2021) . 

To understand the opportunities and challenges of blockchain integration in the 

financial industry, literature review plays an important role. Through literature review, 

researchers can identify current trends and experiences from various implementations 

around the world, gain insights into the benefits and risks, and develop appropriate 

policy recommendations. Therefore, this study aims to provide a comprehensive 

overview of blockchain integration in the financial industry, discuss its potential 

applications, and identify opportunities and challenges based on the existing literature 

review. 

This research is expected to provide insights for industry players, regulators, and 

other stakeholders on how to optimise blockchain implementation in the financial 

industry, in order to achieve a more efficient, transparent, and inclusive financial system. 

 

Research Methods 

The study in this research uses the literature method. The literature research 

method is a systematic approach in collecting, evaluating, and analysing various written 

sources relevant to a particular research topic. This method involves searching and 

reviewing existing literature, such as books, journal articles, reports, and other 

publications, to identify already known information as well as existing knowledge gaps 

(Rofiah & Bungin ;, 2021) (Madekhan, 2019) . The main purpose of literature research is 

to provide a strong theoretical foundation, establish historical and scientific context, 

and highlight previous findings and arguments relating to the field of study. This process 

usually includes screening of quality sources based on specific criteria, critical 

assessment of the credibility and relevance of the information obtained, and synthesis 

of findings to provide direction and purpose for further research. Thus, literature 
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research helps to ensure that the studies conducted have a strong empirical basis and 

contribute to the development of science more thoroughly (Syawie ., 2005) 

 

Results and Discussion 

Blockchain Integration Opportunities in the Finance Industry 

One of the main opportunities for blockchain integration in the financial industry 

is increased transparency and security. Blockchain records every transaction in a 

decentralised way, so no single party can modify the data that has been stored. This 

reduces the risk of fraud and data manipulation, as any changes must be approved by 

the majority of the network. In the financial industry, the enhanced transparency 

ensures that all parties can see and track transactions in real-time, which increases the 

trust and integrity of the entire system (Dimitropoulos, 2020) . 

Blockchain also offers significant operational efficiencies and potential cost 

savings. In the traditional financial system, transactions often require intermediaries 

such as banks or clearing houses, which adds time and cost. Using blockchain 

technology, transactions can be settled directly between the parties involved without 

the need for intermediaries. This not only speeds up the transaction process but also 

reduces the costs associated with administrative fees and intermediary commissions. In 

addition, the automation process using smart contracts can also reduce operational 

costs and increase efficiency (Khatib et al., 2021) . 

Blockchain also opens up opportunities for greater financial inclusion. Many 

individuals and small businesses around the world do not have access to traditional 

financial services. With blockchain, financial services can be accessed by anyone with an 

internet connection, without the need for complex banking infrastructure. For example, 

this technology can be used to provide no-fee accounts, cheaper cross-border money 

transfers, and peer-to-peer based credit services. This opens up a huge opportunity to 

increase access to financial services in underserved areas and build a more inclusive 

economy (Sedlmeir et al., 2020) . 

Blockchain can be integrated with other technologies such as the Internet of 

Things (IoT) and artificial intelligence (AI) to create more innovative financial solutions. 

For example, in IoT, interconnected devices can use blockchain to perform automated 

transactions without human intervention, such as automated payments in smart 

vehicles (Zhang & Lee, 2020) . Meanwhile, AI can be used to predict and identify 

suspicious activities based on transaction data stored on the blockchain, enhancing 

security further. This integration enables the emergence of new financial services that 

are more sophisticated and responsive to user needs (Lutfiani et al., 2021) . 

Finally, blockchain also brings opportunities in terms of regulation and 

compliance. Given that all transactions are transparently and irreversibly recorded, 

regulators can conduct audits and oversight more effectively and efficiently. Blockchain 

can help ensure that financial institutions comply with applicable regulations by 
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providing a detailed and inviolable track record of every transaction. This not only eases 

the audit process but also helps reduce the risk of compliance violations (Rahardja et 

al., 2020) . With the ability to improve traceability and transparency, blockchain can be 

a powerful tool to comply with increasingly complex rules and standards in the financial 

industry. 

As such, blockchain integration in the financial industry offers a number of 

promising opportunities in various aspects. Firstly, the technology increases the 

transparency and security of financial transactions, reducing the risk of fraud and data 

manipulation. Second, blockchain simplifies operational processes and reduces costs by 

eliminating intermediaries, enabling faster and more efficient transactions. Third, 

financial inclusion can be enhanced by making financial services more accessible to the 

general public, especially those who have been unreached by the traditional banking 

system. 

Furthermore, blockchain can be integrated with other technologies such as IoT 

and AI to create more innovative and secure financial services. Finally, blockchain 

technology also supports regulatory and compliance efforts by providing a transparent 

and immutable track record of transactions, easing audits and oversight. 

With all these benefits, blockchain has great potential to revolutionise the 

financial industry, making it more efficient, inclusive, and secure. This will not only 

benefit financial institutions but also end users who will enjoy more reliable and 

transparent services. However, to realise this potential, collaboration between industry 

players, regulators, and technology developers is required to overcome implementation 

challenges and ensure smooth adoption. 

 

Challenges in Adopting Blockchain in the Finance Industry 

While blockchain offers many tantalising advantages, its adoption in the financial 

industry faces a number of significant challenges. One of the biggest challenges is the 

issue of scalability. Blockchain currently has limitations in terms of transaction speed 

per second compared to traditional systems. For example, the Bitcoin and Ethereum 

networks can process far fewer transactions per second compared to payment 

networks such as Visa or MasterCard. This raises concerns about blockchain's ability to 

handle the high transaction volumes common in global financial markets (Filippi et al., 

2022) . 

Another significant challenge is regulation and compliance. The financial industry 

is one of the most regulated industries, and new technologies like blockchain bring a lot 

of regulatory uncertainty. Financial institutions must navigate a complex and often 

changing regulatory landscape across multiple jurisdictions. This requires efforts to 

coordinate with regulators and ensure that blockchain use complies with all relevant 

regulations, including those relating to anti-money laundering (AML) and KYC (Know 

Your Customer) (Fay & Paniscotti ., 2021) 
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Security is also a major concern in blockchain adoption. While blockchain itself is 

known for its security, the applications and platforms built on it may be vulnerable to 

cyberattacks. Hacks against smart contracts on blockchain platforms such as Ethereum 

have shown that weaknesses in the code can expose users and financial institutions to 

the risk of losing funds. Therefore, intensive security development and auditing are 

crucial in ensuring the security of blockchain-based systems (Khan et al., 2021) . 

Technical challenges and interoperability between various blockchain systems 

are also a barrier. Many existing blockchain systems cannot interact with each other 

easily, creating information silos that hinder efficiency. To achieve the full benefits of 

blockchain adoption in the financial industry, standardisation and collaborative efforts 

are needed to develop interoperability protocols that allow various blockchain 

platforms to communicate and cooperate seamlessly (Zeng et al., 2020) . 

Finally, cultural change and education are challenges that are often overlooked. 

Many professionals in the financial industry may not have a deep understanding of 

blockchain technology and how it works. Changing organisational culture and training 

employees to be familiar with this new technology requires significant time and 

resources. Without sufficient understanding and support from all levels of the 

organisation, blockchain adoption will not be successful. Therefore, ongoing education 

and training programmes are an important step in overcoming this challenge (Catalini 

& Gans, 2020) . 

By addressing these challenges, the financial industry can utilise the full potential 

of blockchain technology to create a more efficient, secure, and inclusive system. 

 

Conclusion 

The integration of blockchain in the financial industry shows that this technology 

offers great opportunities to improve the efficiency, transparency, and security of 

financial processes. The potential to reduce transaction costs, speed up the settlement 

process, and minimise the risk of fraud are some of the main advantages that have 

caught the attention of various financial institutions. In addition, blockchain's ability to 

provide a decentralised database that is difficult to manipulate offers a solid solution to 

the trust and auditability issues often faced in traditional financial environments. 

However, blockchain adoption is also not free from complex and diverse 

challenges. Scalability issues hinder the technology's ability to handle large transaction 

volumes. On the other hand, regulatory and legal compliance uncertainties in various 

jurisdictions add another layer of complexity that financial institutions have to deal with. 

Technical challenges such as security, interoperability, and the need for cultural 

adaptation and education within organisations are also major concerns that require 

multi-dimensional solutions. 

Thus, while blockchain has great potential to revolutionise the financial industry, 

the full realisation of its benefits requires a strategic and coordinated approach. 
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Financial institutions need to invest in adequate infrastructure, develop a clear 

regulatory framework, and ensure security and continuous education. Collaboration 

between technology, regulators, and industry is key to overcoming the challenges and 

optimising the benefits that blockchain offers in finance. 
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